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Letter from the Leader

Dear Ashtead Resident.

Your Ashtead Independent (AI) Councillors are all busy people who give some
of their time to caring for the neighbourhood in which we live. It is
sometimes difficult to find extra time to publish a newsletter but we recognise
that it is important to keep you informed of local issues and what we are doing
about them, so we are pleased to be able to distribute this one.

The General Election in May coincided with the District Election in Ashtead
Village Ward. The one remaining Conservative Councillor was up for re-
election. The National swing to the Conservatives enabled him to retain his
seat. Sadly, Professor David Hawksworth, who would make an excellent
councillor, will have to try again.

The Conservative resurgence meant that they now have an overall majority.
Consequently Chris Townsend (AI Ashtead Park) had to resign as Council
Leader, and John Northcott (AI Ashtead Common) and Simon Ling (AI
Ashtead Village) as members of the Council Executive. We will all, from the
back benches, hold the new Executive to account for their actions. We hope
the re-appearance of one-party control will not result in the lack of
consultation and transparency of decision making that has in the past
characterised such a situation.

During the period of joint Conservative/Independent control, many initiatives
have been put in place, not least the Transform Leatherhead Project and the
refurbishment of the Pippbrook building, and we will be keeping a close eye on
these.

None of us can continue for ever and we are constantly looking out for public
spirited individuals who might consider a term or two as a District or County
Councillor. If you think this might be something you could do please get in
touch for an informal discussion without any obligation (on either side!).

Yours sincerely

Simon

Stop press –
Ashtead has a draft
Neighbourhood
Development Plan!

For the past two years, Ashtead
Community Vision (ACV) has been
working to develop a Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) for our
vil lage, and they have now reached
something of a milestone.

Ashtead now has a draft NDP which wil l
be published in the New Year and
which is scheduled for delivery to Mole
Valley District Council by April 2016.
Before this can happen, ACV must hold
the first of two public consultations on
the NDP, and this wil l take place
between 18th January and 28th
February 2016. There wil l be an
open session for residents at the
Ashtead Peace Memorial Hal l on
Saturday 6th February as well as
the opportunity for residents to
comment online and through social
media.

Community engagement and
consultation are a fundamental part of
the NDP process, so please get
involved and make your views known
when the time comes. We wish ACV all
the best as the NDP journey continues.

For further information please visit:
www.ashteadcommunityvision.org.uk

Paula Hancock

Woodfield Lane widening

We are very pleased to say that the Surrey/Mole Valley Local Committee approved the Woodfield Lane widening scheme at their
meeting on 2 December. A scheme to al leviate congestion in the area was first proposed by Common Ward Independent Council lors
John Northcott and the late David Howell; put to Surrey CC by the previous Conservative County Council lor and subsequently
promoted by Independent County Council lor Chris Townsend. There had been a delay caused by doubts expressed at the previous
meeting by the Conservatives on the Committee, although all aspects were ful ly covered in the report.

We hope that the work wil l be done in the first quarter of 2016, but it is weather dependent of course. The scheme wil l al low traffic
to move freely along the road in both directions with parking retained for shoppers or short term stays only on the Woodfield side.



Sure Start

Earl ier this year, Surrey County Council (SCC) considered
closing a number of Sure Start Centres, including Ashtead (St.
George's Church). Considerable concern ensued as to where
young mothers would go should this occur. SCC's Cabinet has
been considering whether to proceed with a formal
consultation on the future of the Sure Start Centres. This has
coincided with a review of the Council 's strategy and plans for
children and famil ies.

These include the Council 's early help offering which provides
support and services to famil ies at an early stage thereby
reducing the need for later more special ist support. SCC is
now considering the extent to which the Sure Start Children's
Centre programme can contribute to early help and they have
no current plans for a formal consultation process.

We wil l watch this issue very closely. Chris Townsend

Schools

Your County Council lor, Chris Townsend, was actively
involved with the Head of Barnett Wood Lane School
around 18 months ago in persuading Surrey County
Council (SCC) to purchase a commercial property next to
the school, with the express future purpose of expanding
the school from Infant to Primary. We were aware
(having been told by SCC) that more Primary school
places were needed in the Ashtead area, and that SCC
approved the expansion. The acquisition would enable
the expansion, and SCC did in fact buy the building.

In April, the SCC Cabinet member for Education and SCC
officers, at a public meeting, assured al l present that any
expansion to other schools in Ashtead would not affect
the Barnett Wood project which was aimed at 2017. But
in early October the school was informed that Barnett
Wood School would NOT after al l be expanded, due to a
reduction in the number of school places needed.
Natural ly al l concerned were shocked by this reversal,
and your County Council lor has raised the issue with
both the Cabinet member and at Full Council . The
response was briefly that the expansion is no longer
needed due to the expansion already in hand at The
Grevil le School, which is a cheaper alternative, and SCC
is finding the rent from Bridgehead House a useful
addition to its income. Also, of course, expanding
Barnett Wood in this way does not produce more infant
school places.

This is a very unfortunate situation that has not been
well handled by SCC and has disappointed many, many
people. Chris Townsend

County Councillors' Local Allocation

Each year Surrey County Council lors receive a small amount of
money to be used for local initiatives or projects. I have
spread that money around a number of projects across
various organisations in Ashtead over the past few years,
including schools, scouts, youth centre, ALDAG, Dementia
Club, Ashtead Cricket Club, and APMH amongst many others.

The picture above shows Grevil le School children benefiting
from the SATRO Discovery Science programme. The pupils
learnt a great deal about structures and engineering and the
teachers agreed that teamwork and communication skil ls were
developed. It also encouraged several pupils to consider
engineering as a future career.

Unfortunately over the past 2 years the sum provided has
decreased due to budget pressures, but any local organisation
that feels that they might benefit from a small financial 'boost'
should contact me for further details. Chris TownsendCity Freemen's swimming pool

City of London Freemen’s School (CLFS) has submitted a
planning application to build a swimming pool as a
replacement for the one that was burnt down. The
proposal is to build to the east of the main house, on the
Farm Lane side of the site, not where the old pool was.
Access for cars was to be by means of a new gate cut in
the wall in Farm Lane and the exit route would be by an
upgraded driveway and gate onto Rookery Hil l .

There has been considerable correspondence in favour
of the pool but great opposition to the access
arrangements. Your Independent Council lors have
reflected this in representation to the planning authority.

CLFS have now submitted a revised application in which
access from Farm Lane wil l be temporary during
construction only and the existing maintenance driveway
wil l be used for supplies to the pool. The school and
public access wil l be from the existing car parks and the
existing footpaths. Peter Stanyard
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