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LIB DEMS GIVE HOUSE BUILDING ON GREEN BELT THE GREEN LIGHT
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The Liberal Democrats running Mole Valley District Council have given the go ahead to the next step in the process that
clears the way for using the Green Belt for house building around Ashtead.

Ashtead Independent Council lor David Harper said the Lib Dem administration never asked the Council lors to agree to the
Plan so it is not a Council plan but, “A Lib Dem Cabinet plan”.

“The Lib Dem controlled Cabinet at Mole Valley, supported by their whipped Lib Dem Council lors, voted in favour of the Local
Plan at the Extraordinary Council Meeting on 3rd February, despite the fact that many of them spoke vociferously against
strategic Green Belt sites being developed in their areas. Nevertheless, when it came to the vote, they crumbled and waved it
through – il lustrating how loyalty trumps principles in national parties at local level”, said Council lor Harper.

He went on to say that apart from the Green Belt proposals, there were a number of other policies that were beneficial from
an Ashtead perspective and so, with that in mind, he had proposed a motion be put to the Full Council that the draft Local
Plan be submitted to the Government without including the strategic Green Belt sites. However, the officers and the
Chairman refused to hear the motion as it was a yes/no vote.

He said that he had made the case, on behalf of the Ashtead Independents, that recent changes had material ly impacted the
house building target citing the fact that both Brexit and the Pandemic had material ly reduced immigration and household
forming. He also pointed out that the pandemic had brought about a re-think on how offices are used, so increasing the
opportunity for more brownfield use where offices stand empty. Locally, he pointed to the fact that the Police were no longer
relocating to Leatherhead whose area could be used for town centre high density housing.

Council lor Harper said, “The fact is that in the current environment, now was not a good time to impose unwelcome
development on Green Belt in Districts l ike Mole Valley. The Conservatives have already been defeated at Chesham thanks
to their plan to build on the local Green Belt. Yet despite being in a strong political position, the Liberal Democrats voted to
offer up our Green Belt for housing.”

Council lor Harper reminded voters in Ashtead that the May elections were approaching and the administration at Mole Valley
needs new leadership to change with the times.

“So please stand with your local Ashtead Independent Council lors, who alone represent a credible defender of the Green Belt
in these changing times,“ said Council lor Harper.

NO PARTY AFFILIATIONS IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT SAYS ARA

Ashtead Residents’ Association (ARA) firmly
believes that national party affi l iations have no
place in local government, ” says ARA Chair Glynis
Peterkin.

“The Association strongly supports all of Ashtead’s
Independent Council lors who fight for Ashtead’s
interests without having to toe a party l ine handed
down by a national party or a local party machine.“

“Our Council lors give us great insight into the work of both District and
County Councils and we enjoy a mutual sharing of ideas and views on
what we each believe is the best way to work on Ashtead’s behalf. "

“Ashtead’s residents can be assured that our Independent Council lors
are staunch and determined in their representation of Ashtead and we
continue to offer them our support in all that they do to safeguard
Ashtead’s interests in Council , ” she said.



TEN HISTORIC ASHTEAD SITES UP FOR NEW PROTECTION

Ten historic sites in Ashtead have been put forward to Mole Valley District Council to add to the list of heritage sites within the
vil lage.

While Historic England aims to protect historic assets through The National Heritage List for England - the only official
register of nationally protected listed buildings, scheduled monuments, parks and gardens, it is down to local authorities to
recognize ’non-designated heritage assets’ - those that are of local rather than national importance. These assets include, in
addition to buildings, parks, monuments, cultural, and historic features of any kind including ancient hedges and trackways.

In fact, the Government encourages planning authorities to recognize such assets in the National Planning Policy
Framework, but Mole Valley District Council (MVDC), our local planning authority, has never had its own list. Council lor

David Hawksworth, supported by Leatherhead and District
Local History Society, has been campaigning for some years
to get Mole Valley more engaged, so that local heritage
assets are listed and so can be taken into consideration when
determining planning applications. Some exploratory work
had been undertaken, but funding to set up a system was a
constraint, although provision for one is included in the Draft
Local Plan.

This situation accelerated when Surrey County Council ,
which maintains an Historic Environment Record (HER)
which has nine features in Ashtead, obtained funding for a
new nominations system and, at the end of last year,
encouraged district and borough councils to participate to
increase the number of non-designated assets recognized.
MVDC took advantage of the scheme resulting in 140
nominations from Mole Valley; 10 were from Ashtead, so
potential ly doubling the number included in the HER. MVDC,
as the local planning authority, is now in a position to create
its own bespoke list for the District.

The next step is to be considered by Mole Valley’s Planning Policy Working Group in Apri l with a view to formally establishing
the new Mole Valley list. Once that is done, it is anticipated all the locally l isted non-designated assets wil l be made available
through the Council ’s website, and that a system to enable the list to remain open for additional entries wil l be established.

The development of the new local l ist is a most welcome step forward, so ensuring increased protection for Ashtead’s rich
historical heritage and helping preserve it for future generations.

ASHTEAD INDEPENDENTS CHALLENGE THE COUNCIL’S LATEST BUDGET

Ashtead’s Independent Council lors challenged the Council budget for the next financial year at its meeting on
February 22nd.

The Ashtead Independents felt that while finances are difficult for the Council due to the impact of COVID-19, the
proposals lacked the emphasis that should be given to issues related to climate change and protection of our
environment.

Council lor Hawksworth, seconded by Council lor Harper, put forward a formal amendment to make some savings
in order to fund some activities of particular concern. No other Groups had submitted any alternative costed
proposals.

They proposed savings from staff costs to reflect the time between recruiting and making appointment, reduced
spending on consultants (£250K was in the budget), paring down the Civic budget, and not having any increase
in Members’ Allowances.

Those savings would have allowed the Small Community Grants Scheme which is due to be axed for the year to
be retained, a much-needed Tree Health and Safety Officer to work with the Tree and Countryside Officer,
progress immediately the installation of the electric charging points in Ashtead Peace Memorial Car Park (see
p4), and delay but extend the scope of planned consultancy work on the future of Council ’s properties in Dorking.

The package of proposals, which had been verified as feasible by the Council ’s Responsible Finance Officer, was
supported by 8 votes, but with 22 against and 10 abstentions.

The failure not to strengthen the tree safety situation we find particularly deplorable in view of the damage caused
by the February storms and the poor state of so many trees (see p3).

Council lor Hawksworth requested and obtained a separate vote on Members’ Allowances, but 20 were sadly
determined not to forgo an increase, while 10 were content to manage without that and 10 abstained.

Ancient hedge - a Heritage Asset



CALLS FOR TREE SAFETY INSPECTIONS INTENSIFY
FOLLOWING WINTER STORMS

Ashtead’s Independent Group is call ing for Mole Valley District Council to up the level
of inspection following this winter’s storms which led to a number of large trees
crashing to the ground.

Calls, led by independent Council lors and scientists Patricia Wiltshire and David
Hawksworth, are aimed at getting the Council to take greater action because many of
the trees are not being maintained to curb infestation from ivy and mistletoe while
others may be suffering from fungal infections.

Council lor Wiltshire explained the background to her concerns and offered advice to
tree owners saying, “Recent storms have made many of us acutely aware of the trees
in Ashtead as well as their vulnerabil ity to high winds. Several seemingly healthy trees
crashed down across roads in Ashtead during recent storms, spectacular ones being
two horse-chestnuts at the edge of the Woodfield on the road leading to Ashtead
Station."

“Council lor Hawksworth and I are concerned at the state of a considerable number of
Ashtead trees, particularly those close to roads and paths. Many are heavily infested
with mistletoe, and even more with dense growths of ivy.”

“Mistletoe is spreading because of increasingly
mild winters. This pest is distributed by birds,
and is a parasite which sucks out water and
essential nutrients from the tree. Whereas one
or two mistletoe plants probably do little harm
to an otherwise healthy, mature tree, some can
have almost as much mistletoe as its own leafy
canopy. Where this happens, the host tree is
invariably weakened and wil l continue to
sicken."

“Where ivy has taken hold, and not only
encircles the tree but reaches the canopy, the
tree is at a severe disadvantage. There are
confl icting opinions - some praise ivy as a
source of nectar for bees, and berries for birds,
in the late autumn and winter months. This is
true, and there is l ittle harm in ivy being
allowed to grow on part of a tree, but its spread
around the whole circumference of a tree
should be controlled. I t has been shown on
rare occasions, badly to affect the production

of healthy new tissues in the trunk. Ivy may not only compete with the tree for water
and nutrients in the soil but, once it reaches the canopy, can over-grow the tree’s
leaves and deprive them of l ight. A heavy burden of mistletoe and ivy can act as a sail
and so contributes to lateral stress in high winds, increasing its l ikelihood of fall ing.

“Ivy can reach such high densities that it creates a moist micro-environment on the
surface of the bark, and harbour pests, particularly fungal spores. The stresses that
mistletoe and ivy may cause can make a tree more vulnerable to fungal attack, and we
have had some spectacular fungal infections of trees locally. An example is a large ash
tree next to the playground in the recreation ground. Council lor Wiltshire requested the
council to inspect and cut the huge branches to make it safe.

“Some fungi remove the heartwood so that the tree becomes hollow and remains
supported only by the thin band of l iving tissue under the bark. These trees can live for
many years but may be particularly susceptible to high winds. Other fungi, such as the
one causing ‘Ash Die-Back’, attack the living tissue so that the leaves wilt and the tree
dies; here, the best course of action is to remove the stricken plant. Of course, a tree
can suffer infection from both kinds of fungus, in which case it wil l be doomed and die
relatively quickly. ”

Council lor Wiltshire is pressing for more Council inspections and the employment of
more staff for this important role and she said “We must insist on regular assessment of
tree health, and would ask you to be vigi lant. Please report anything you find worrying
to the council as quickly as possible. Your concerns can be logged via Mole Valley
District Council website. I f the tree is your responsibi l ity, consult a reputable tree
surgeon.”

COMMUNITY LEVY HELPS
ASHTEAD'S MESSY POND

Ashtead’s vil lage pond is to
benefit from the Community
Infrastructure Levy.

Thanks to the levy on planning
applications Mole Valley District
Council is aiming to use some of
the community funds to tidy up
Ashtead’s “messy” pond.

For years, Ashtead residents
have struggled to get a good view
of one of the vil lage’s best natural
assets because of the
uncontrolled growth of reeds,
sedges, and wil low bushes.

Last year, there was a major
attempt to clear the northern
margin but, unfortunately, the
remediation attempt failed and so
it became clear that a more
extensive solution was needed.

When the pond was last dredged,
the resulting silt was dumped
along the northern edge and held
back by a wattle revetment. The
dredged material was then
planted with very vigorous plants
that grew so dense and tall that
the water was then completely
obscured from view. Over the
years, the revetment has broken
down and the silt is now slumping
back into the pond.

Ashtead Common Independent
Council lor Patricia Wiltshire has
been lobbying the Council to have
the deposits removed properly,
for the edges to be appropriately
planted with attractive marginal
and aquatic plants, and for the
trees to be checked and pollarded
to make them safe.

To resolve the problem Council
Officers have now applied for
Community Infrastructure Levy
funding to pay for proper
remediation.

Council lor Wiltshire said, “Officers
have planned the work to be
carried out this summer but I
have stressed that the work must
take account of bird nesting and
its effects on any other wildl ife”.

“After this long period of being
hidden from view, and then being
left with a very messy edge, let us
hope that our pond wil l be
restored and once more be a
boon to our vil lage,” said
Council lor Wiltshire.

Mistletoe infestation



INDEPENDENTS LOOK TO PRIORITISE ROAD
AND PAVEMENT REPAIRS
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DEALING WITH YOUR ISSUES
Ashtead Independent Council lors are elected to serve their
residents in a number of ways across a range of issues.
We represent your views as individual Members and also at
Committee level.

The Independent Council lors actively scrutinise and
challenge the actions of the Council Executive when they
feel those decisions wil l impact residents.

Key issues currently involve reviewing the financial stabil ity
of the Council , ensuring services are maintained, and
representing Planning concerns. So, if you are seeking
funding for a project or general advice speak to your local
Council lor.

Ashtead’s Independent Council lors can be contacted via
email/phone so do not hesitate to call . I f we can’t answer
your question immediately, then we wil l investigate on your
behalf and ensure a prompt response.

Ashtead Independent County Council lor Chris Townsend is
looking to identify and prioritise new road and pavement
repairs around the vil lage following a change in the way
Surrey highways is allocating it resources.

Under the terms of new Surrey Highways contract Council lors
are allocated funds to help them identify and sort out roads
and problematic pavements.

“But the funds are limited,” said Council lor Townsend, “and so
we need to get the best for what funding we have.”

Council lor Townsend knows of roads and pavements himself
that need attention, however he appeals to Ashtead locals to
let him know if they have any particular issues so that he can
prioritise the funding and work.

You can get hold of him by email at:
chris. townsend@surreycc.gov.uk

ELECTRIC CHARGING POINTS
The Ashtead Independent Group has been continuing
to press for the 10 electric charging points promised
for the Ashtead Peace Memorial Car Park as part of
the refurbishment agreed in 2018.

As you can see from the photograph, tubes for the
cables were installed as a part of the refurbishment
work but are sti l l empty.

From our perspective, it seems that providing electric
charging points sadly does not seem to be a priority
for the current Administration despite their rhetoric. Yet
Ashtead, despite being the most populated part of the
District, currently has no charging points on public
property, and only one at the Shell garage and four
bays at the railway station.

The explanation given is that a feasibi l ity study across
the District was awaited, despite the reality that in this
car park it was only a matter of installation. Funding
for the installation is not even included in the Council ’s
2022/23 budget, although the Independents have
pointed out savings could have been made to
accommodate such works.

WHAT ARE THE ASHTEAD INDEPENDENTS?

We are all residents of Ashtead, concerned about the character
and well-being of the Vil lage, and committed to engaging only in
local issues and to taking national party politics out of local
government. We form the Informal Independent Group within the
Council separate from either the Conservative or Liberal
Democrat Groups.

Our constitution recognises that all members are totally
independent, and we have no whip or manifesto, and do not

always vote the same way at Council meetings. Each member prepares their own
manifesto as they see fit at election times.

We elect a minimum of officers to ensure smooth-running of the group, at an AGM
held each May, but the officers are not authorised to interpret or dictate policies or
principles without the total consent of all members.

We have a website where we post items of topical and local interest from time to
time - see www.ashteadindependents.org

If you support our aims and would like to become more involved, do come and
chat to any of us!




